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Assignment

Annotated Bibliography of a Jeopardized Fish
30 points

Due 6 December 2006
Objective: Find literature references sufficient to prepare a summary report of a jeopardized fish species.

Part 1. Status of your selected species.  Describe, in a well-written paragraph, the conservation status of your species.  The following references should be helpful.  You should cite in your paragraph (e.g., Warren et al. 2000), but you do not need to type out references in a “Literature Cited” section because I have already done so.  Some are available on-line, while others will require use of the MSU library.

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission. 2000. Rare and extirpated biota of Kentucky. J. Kentucky Acad. Sci. 61:115-132.  A 2005 update is available online at http://www.naturepreserves.ky.gov/inforesources/reports_pubs.htm ; a 2006 update may up posted soon.
Warren, M. L., and 11 other authors. 2000. Diversity, distribution, and conservation status of the native freshwater fishes of the southern United States. Fisheries 25(10):7-29.

Federal list online at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/wildlife.html#Species 
Part II. Annotated Bibliography of your selected species.

    Your annotated bibliography will consist of a list of references that pertain to your species, each followed by a 1-3 sentence summary of relevance of that reference to your species.  You should have contributions from each of the following areas.
1. Systematics: Papers that describe geographic variation, taxonomic history and changes, and/or phylogenetic relationships.

2. Natural history: Papers that describe the habitat, diet, reproductive biology, parasites, growth, embryology and/or behavior.

3. Conservation biology: Papers that describe status surveys, change in distribution or abundance, or other evaluations concerning conservation of the species.

The list should be typed, placed in alphabetical order, and formatted in a manner typical of a research journal, such as Copeia.  Some examples are below (which follow Copeia style).

Journal
Burr, B. M., and W. W. Dimmick. 1981. Nests, eggs and larvae of the elegant madtom, Noturus elegans, from the Barren River drainage, Kentucky (Pisces: Ictaluridae). Trans. Kentucky Acad. Sci. 42:116-118.  Describes two nests and provides diagrams of larvae of N. elegans, a species closely related to N. fasciatus.
Eisenhour, D. J., B. M. Burr, K. M. Cook, and C. A. Taylor. 1996. Conservation status review of the Saddled Madtom, Noturus (Rabida) sp. (Siluriformes: Ictaluridae) in the Duck River system, Tennessee. J. Tenn. Acad. Sci. 71:41-46.  Comparison of the author’s survey and historical collection records suggest Noturus fasciatus has declined in abundance and range.
Book

Etnier, D. A., and W. C. Starnes. 1993. The fishes of Tennessee, Univ. Tennessee Press, Knoxville, Tennessee.  Summarizes the biological information of N. fasciatus (in the N. elegans account).

Chapter in an edited volume

Burr, B. M., and W. W. Dimmick. 1999. The natural history of madtoms (genus Noturus), North America’s diminutive catfishes, pp. 51-101.  In: Catfish 2000: Proceedings of the International Ictalurid Symposium.  E. R. Irwin, W. A. Hubert, C. F. Rabeni, H. L. Schramm, Jr., and T. Coon (eds.). Amer. Fish. Soc. Symp. 24, Bethesda, Maryland.  A literature review of published information on madtoms, with comparisons among species.  The authors note that N. fasciatus (then an undescribed species of N. elegans) has essentially no life-history information available.
Internet web pages

THESE ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  However, note that pdfs of peer-reviewed papers or other published works from the internet are fine.

Also, the library has several copies of McMillan (2001), which describes proper formatting style for scientific writing.

McMillan, V. E. 2001. Writing papers in the Biological Sciences, 3rd ed. Bedford’s/St. Martin.

What you need to turn in:

  1. Your typed assignment, which includes the paragraph on conservation status and the annotated bibliography.

  2. A copy of the first page of all papers in your reference list.  For interlibrary-loaned articles, please turn in the entire article.  You do not need to copy anything from books.

Grading of the Annotated Bibliography.  There is no required number of references, as each species will have different amounts of relevant literature, but for most species, you should have 8-15 references.  The following is an approximate guide to the grading.
27-30 (A): All or nearly all of the primary references were located and accurately summarized.  References are formatted correctly.  There are no grammar and spelling errors.

24-26 (B): Most primary references were located, but some missing.  Summaries adequate, but maybe missing some information or need better sentence structure.  Few problems with reference format, grammar, or spelling.

21-23 (C): Key references omitted. Summaries need considerable improvement of content and writing style.  Some problems with reference style.

18-20 (D): Many primary references omitted.  Summaries inadequate, with numerous grammar, style, or content problems.  References may not be formatted correctly.

0-17 (E): Few references provided.  Summaries inaccurate or lacking.  References incorrectly formatted.  Copies of the papers are not provided.
What to do if our library does not have the journal or book.

   1. You can check with me – if I have it you may check it out from my personal library.

   2. Order it (free) with interlibrary loan http://www.morehead-st.edu/library/ill/index.aspx?id=2373.   This usually takes 2-3 weeks, so be sure to not wait until the last minute to do this assignment.

Fishes to choose from (others are possible, subject to approval):

Acipenser fulvescens

Amblyopsis spelaea

Atractosteus spatula

Crystallaria asprella (=Ammocrypta asprella)

Erimyzon sucetta

Etheostoma chienense

Etheostoma cinereum

Etheostoma microlepidum

Etheostoma percnurum

Fundulus chrysotus
Fundulus dispar
Hybognathus hayi

Hybopsis amnis
Ichthyomyzon fossor
Ichthyomyzon greeleyi

Lepomis marginatus
Lepomis miniatus
Macrhybopsis meeki

Notropis albizonatus

Notropis maculatus

Noturus hildebrandi

Noturus exilis

Percina squamata

Percina macrocephala

Percopsis omiscomaycus

Phoxinus cumberlandensis

Scaphirhynchus albus

Thoburnia atripinnis (=Moxostoma atripinne)

Umbra limi

