BIOL213 Fall ‘04
How to Collect Milk Samples

Even the most successful milking management program needs to culture samples when problems arise. Positive identification of invading organisms can speed up solutions to difficult

challenges. When taking samples, it is imperative that you take a sample that is not contaminated for accurate lab analysis. 

     Label sterile tubes and fill out forms ahead of time. (Tubes with screw caps are preferred.) 

     Wash hands in soap and water. 

     Wash teats in sanitizing solution. 

     Dry teats with individual towels. 

     Discard one or two squirts of milk from each teat. 

     Dip teats in germicidal teat dip. 

     Allow 30 seconds of contact time before wiping off teat dip with an individual towel. 

     Thoroughly scrub the teat end with a cotton swab soaked in alcohol. If a composite sample is being taken from all four quarters, start with the teat farthest from you and work toward the closest teat. Use a clean swab on each teat. 

     Open the sterile tube under the teats. Hold it at an angle so that foreign material cannot fall into the opening. Do not allow anything to come in contact with the mouth of the tube.

     Collect one or two squirts of milk from each quarter, starting with the closest quarters and working toward the ones farthest away. 

     Close the container before removing it from beneath the teats. 

     Culture immediately, if desired.  Otherwise, refrigerate samples until they reach the lab. If samples will not reach the lab within 24 hours, they should be frozen and kept frozen until they reach the lab. (Can affect viability of certain microorganisms, esp. Mycoplasma).
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