Eng 200: Letter to the Editor


Your letter to the editor is based on the argument advanced in your larger research project.  It may have the same thesis, or it may present a sub-argument that constitutes a part of your research paper, but you should try to limit it to the 250-300-word range. That means that you will need to write as economically as possible, condensing as much meaning in as few words as possible.  Tighten sentences to avoid redundant or unnecessary wording (WR 38).


It may be helpful to review the guidelines in your handbook (WR 15, pp. 134-138), but you don’t need to address a specific person. Letters in the opinion section can target a specific audience or the general reader. 


Establish rapport with your readers by opening with a positive and caring tone. Clarify your credentials and interest in the topic. Make your thesis and supporting points clear and offer some attributed information as evidence of homework on the topic. Examine your reasoning to avoid fallacies. 


Make your call for action succinct but firm and proactive. Proofread carefully to maintain your credibility as a critical thinker and clear writer. Attach this rubric sheet to your submission.


After receiving the instructor’s feedback and recommendations, you wish to discuss extra credit for providing evidence of actually submitting the letter to your local newspaper, the Trail Blazer, the Lexington-Herald Leader, or another publication of your choice. 

Assessment Rubric

Name___________________________________________

Content








_____ 50 Points

Clarity of the thesis

Use of convincing evidence

Attribution to sources of information

Quality of the reasoning

Writer’s Credibility







_____ 50 Points

Tone

Apparent interest in problem-solving rather than just griping

Clarity of writing

Standard usage

Overall Persuasive Quality
(Total effect)




_____ 100 Points






