Educational “Debates”

Eng 200

To prepare for your presentation, follow these steps:

After you and your partner have selected the sides of the question you prefer to present, go to the CQ Researcher, click on “Browse by Date,” select the year in which your topic was covered, and then go to the topic.

Click on “Full Report” and read through the Abstract, the Overview, the Background, the Current Situation, and the Outlook until you come to the Pro/Con section. At that point, go back to the main page for the topic and click on “Pro/Con.” Print a copy of the Pro/Con columns. 
Your Own Preparation

1. Read and text-mark both columns.

a. Read through them once to get the basic idea

b. Read them again with a pencil or pen and/or highlighter

c. Underline essential arguments, evidence, and reasoning

d. Write paraphrased notes in the margin

2. Create a set of reading notes in outlined fashion for the text you are to present
3. Generate a presentation outline (5d.2) with attribution to the writer’s sources of evidence. The outline should have a citation to the source at the top, along with the author’s thesis. Either paraphrase or quote precisely the author’s analysis. 

4. Your marked copy of the article and your reading notes will be reviewed for evaluation during your partner’s presentation.

Your Presentation

1. You and your partner should begin your presentation with a joint overview and background of the issue by summarizing what you have learned in the “Full Report” section of the CQR article.  Decide ahead of time which part of that responsibility falls to whom. Make the introductory remarks clear, essential, and brief. 

2. You will display your annotated outlines from a document on a disk or scan drive projected during your oral presentation that elaborates and explains your author’s arguments, evidence, and reasoning.

3. After both partners have presented, you will conduct a class discussion of the issue.  

4. You are responsible for recognizing or eliciting responses from at least three students each. 

5. Encourage your classmates to detect any fallacious reasoning or fallacious use of evidence that you see in either article. Be ready to expose and describe any fallacies you detect in either article.

6. At the end of the discussion, share a wrap-up with your partner, synthesizing the main ideas and pointing out what you think are the strengths and weaknesses of each argument. 

Assessment


Your effort and presentation on this project will be evaluated with a total of 50 points possible.  The rubric will reflect the criteria outlined above.


