	Honors 101-003: The Age of Classicism

Fall 2008, 1:50-3:05 MW, Combs Building 205
Kathryn Mincey, Associate Professor of English



	Office: Combs 416

E-mail: k.mincey@moreheadstate.edu
Web Site: http://www.moreheadstate.edu/people/k.mincey
	Office phone: 606 783 2185

Home phone: 606 784 6353

     Cell phone: 606 356 1683
	Office Hours:

MW 8:00-10:00
TTh 8-11:30 by appt.

	Required Texts:

	Euripides, Medea.. Trans. Warner. Dover, 1993.

Aristophanes, Lysistrata. Trans. Parker, Mentor Signet
Plato, Republic. Trans. Waterfield. Oxford, 1998.

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics. Trans. Ross. Oxford 1998
	Aristotle, Politics. Trans. Sinclair & Saunders. Penguin, 1981.

Cicero Selections. Trans. Grant. Penguin 1971

Virgil, Aeneid. Trans. Fitzgerald. Vintage 1990

Ovid, Metamorphoses. Trans. Mandelbaum. Harcourt 1993


	Aug
M 18
	Course introduction



	W 20
	Overview of classical mythology

Origins of Greek theater

	M 25
	Major Greco-Roman playwrights and plays; Euripides’ Medea

	W 27
	Euripides’ Medea


	Sept
W 3
	The Medea legacy



	M 8
	Aristophanes’ Lysistrata



	W10
	The legacy of Lysistrata 
Analytical reading and writing

	M 15
	Overview of Greek philosophy
Plato’s Republic
“Introduction,” Chapter 1

	W 17
	Plato’s Republic
Chapters 2 & 3

	M 22
	Plato’s Republic
Chapters 4 & 5

	W 24
	Plato’s Repbulic


	M 29
	Plato’s Republic
Chapters 9 & 12

	Oct
W 1
	Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

“Introduction,” Books I-II

	M 6
	Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

Books III, V

	W 8
	Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

Book X

	M 13

	Presentations: Brad, J. Blevins, Joseph


	W 15
	Greco-Roman rhetoric and oratory

Cicero: Selections, “Introduction”

	M 20
	Cicero: Selections 35-57 (Misgovernment, from Verres)

	W 22
	Cicero: Selections 157-209
(from On Duties)

	M 27
	Plato, Aristotle, Cicero and contemporary statesmanship, ethics & public rhetoric

	W 29
	Virgil’s Aeneid

Books I-II

	Nov
M 3
	Virgil’s Aeneid

Books III-IV

	W 5
	Virgil’s Aeneid

Books V-VI

	M 10
	Virgil’s Aeneid

“Postscript”

	W 12
	Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Books I, III

	M 17
	Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Books IV, VI

	W 19
	Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Books VII-X

	M 24
	Ovid’s Metamorphoses
Book XIII

	Dec
M 1
	Presentations



	W 3
	Presentations



	
	Final Examination


COURSE DESCRIPTION
HON 101. The Age of Classicism. (3-0-3); I. Prerequisite: admission to Honors Program. An interdisciplinary study of great books and influential ideas from Greek and Roman contributions in the humanities and in the natural and social sciences. This course satisfies three hours of an area studies--humanities, natural and mathematical sciences, or social and behavioral sciences for general education.

RELEVANT MSU GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS
Students will be expected to demonstrate the ability:

1.
To communicate accurately and effectively

· Students must be proficient in both written and spoken English.

2.
To locate, select, organize, and present information efficiently

· Students must be able to retrieve and organize information from various disciplines and to use appropriate computer technologies.

3.
To make informed and ethical value decisions

· Students must make responsible decisions after considering the moral, ethical, and practical implications of their actions.

4.
To recognize and respond to aesthetic values in creative human expression

· Students should develop an appreciation for the arts and the humanities.   

5.
To analyze global issues in the context of cultural diversity

· Students must understand the diversity as well as the commonality of world inhabitants and understand the need to act responsibly as world citizens.

LEARNER OUTCOMES 
1.
Students will demonstrate proficiency at discussing form and content of dramatic, epic, philosophical, and poetic texts using basic critical terminology as interpretive and analytical strategies.  

2.
Students will demonstrate proficiency at writing about classical texts from a variety of perspectives and with a variety of purposes (e.g. informal response, explication, evaluation, analysis).  

3.
Students will be able to identify the influences of literary, political, scientific, and cultural contexts on the production and 
consumption of classical texts as well as the influences of or connections between classical texts, Western civilization, and contemporary culture.

TEACHING STRATEGIES
1.
Group discussions of assigned readings.  

2.
Instructor’s presentations concerning critical analysis and contexts for tetual production and reception.  


3.
Multi-media presentations of texts included, such as audio and video recordings and related objects d’art. 

4.
Student‑teacher and peer conferences about writing and presentations. 

5.
Student access of online resources including texts and instructional materials. 

6.
Use of e‑mail to distribute course materials, to receive student submissions, and to facilitate correspondence 
relating to course concerns.  

COURSE PROCEDURES

ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT TOOLS (Detailed in the next section) 

1.
Reading quizzes and/or in-class written responses to assignments. 

2.
Reading journal entries in which students informally record responses to reading assignments.

3.  
Peer teaching the introduction to or a supplementary concept for assigned readings. 

4.
Interpretive/analytical oral report presenting to classmates a critical connection of the student’s choice.

5.
Mid-term and final essay exams.  

Reading Quizzes and In-class Writings
Completing reading assignments conscientiously on a daily basis is the student's first responsibility and key to success in the course.  Therefore, cursory evaluation tools such as unannounced quizzes or in-class “quick writes” may help motivate responsibility. 

In addition to the basic reading assignments listed in the calendar, students will periodically receive related assignments by e-mail or from online sources posted at the instructor’s class web page. These references, along with notes from the instructor’s in-class explanations, will be valuable for quizzes and “quick writes” as well. Conscientious class notes will facilitate assessment activities.

Reading Journals and E-mail
Students should maintain a notebook or pocket folder for reading responses, submitted individually to the instructor for evaluation but collected in the reading journal for discussion at conferences.  Reading journal responses may be reflective, analytical, or evaluative.   Students may draw on their experiences with other texts, arts, or cultural artifacts. Prompts for the responses may be announced in class but are usually e-mailed.  Because other class business is conducted by e-mail, students are encouraged to check University webmail messages daily.

Oral Presentation to Classmates: Peer Teaching


Early in the semester, students will draw an instructional topic to be explicated for the class at an indicated later stage. These brief presentations will provide either background material for a topic, author, or reading, or they may provide supplementary information to fill gaps on related texts we don’t have time to read.  A detailed assessment rubric with suggestions for teaching strategies is forthcoming.
Oral Presentation to Classmates: Interpretive and/or Analytical Presentation
Each student will present a final multi-media project that focuses on an archetypal literary concept (theme, character, myth, or icon) or intellectual concept (philosophical, psychological, anthropological, or scientific) from the semester’s readings. The presentation should trace the re-emergence of the subject throughout Western civilization and into 21st century thought or culture to establish a thesis about the influence of the classical element on the history of art, literature, philosophy, science, or pop-culture.  Presentations should be multi-sensory or multi-media, for example, sharing visual, audio/video, or web-based iterations of the topic.  If presenters choose to make connections to a modern film, for instance, they should notify classmates who may want to rent or arrange to see the film prior to the presentation and perhaps offer brief clips from the film in the presentation; references to an object d’art should be accompanied by observable classroom examples, with title and source noted; connections to texts should be preceded by a class e-mail with attachments or URLs for electronic copies; and so forth.

A detailed assessment rubric with suggested ideas for topics is forthcoming. 

Exams
A mid-term and final exam will provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their understanding of concepts that have been applied to the course readings. While some test items may be definitions or short answers, most of each exam will be essay responses.

Assessment Plan     

Total points earned from quizzes, “quick writes,” reading journal entries, peer teaching, the presentation, and exams will constitute a percentage of the total points possible with a grading scale based roughly on decades (90‑100% = A, 80‑89% = B, etc.).  A rough estimate of the relative point values is listed below:

Quizzes and “Quick Writes”

100 points (approximately)

Reading Journal



200 points (approximately)


Peer Teaching



  50 points

Interpretive/Analytical Presentation

100 points

Exams




200 points (100 each)

Class Participation/Preparation

  50 points
HLRC Participation


  50 points (approximately)

Total




750 points (approximately)

COURSE POLICIES

ATTENDANCE
     
Because of the value of discussion notes and class participation, attendance is extremely important. Makeup work is permitted only when validation (e.g., official medical note, court notice, or obituary) is presented to the instructor promptly following the absence.  Quizzes and exams may not be made up after they have been returned to the rest of the class. If you must be absent, notify the instructor prior to the meeting or as soon after as possible.  Business or medical appointments that could be scheduled at another time are not excused absences. Regardless of absence, meeting assignments on time is still your responsibility.  Three or more absences by the end of the term will drop your final grade one letter. Five absences will prevent you from passing the course.  


You may have an occasional opportunity to make up for an absence or to earn bonus points by attending optional meetings (TBA) for viewing video supplements to class discussions. 

TARDINESS & ETIQUETTE
     
If the roll has been taken before you appear in class, your absence may remain on the record unless you check with the instructor after class. Tardiness negatively affects the class participation grade, and excessive tardiness translates as absences.  Reading quizzes and “quick writes” are usually given at the first of class without opportunity for makeup resulting from unexcused tardiness.  Please eat, drink, send or receive cellular phone calls, socialize with classmates, and tend to other personal needs before or after class. Be sure to turn off cell phones during class.  Tobacco use of any kind is prohibited in the classroom and in my office. 
CONFERENCES   

     
You are encouraged to schedule an appointment to discuss any assignment when further explanation is needed or to seek assistance of any kind.  When regular office hours do not suffice, please contact me for appointments.  Since I supervise student teachers and observe field experience students, I will be off campus on some Tuesdays and Thursdays but available others this semester.  I will carry an appointment schedule to class for your convenience.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY


All Morehead State University students, but especially Honors Program students, are held to standards of integrity in scholarly research, responsible source writing, and academic presentations. It should go without saying that any work submitted for evaluation for your grade for the course should be entirely your own product to demonstrate your own learning.


However, there are two kinds of plagiarism: (1) intentionally using someone else’s words, or ideas, or text as if they were your own and/or (2) unintentionally but carelessly documenting or handling other sources. The former is not likely in this class, and an important part of the purpose of this class is to help you learn to avoid the latter.  Students frequently fail assignments and sometimes the course if they plagiarize (and it’s not difficult to detect). You will receive a separate handout that clarifies the appropriate way to handle another thinker’s words or ideas in your own writing.  During presentations or in any written products, sources of information, data, or images must be appropriately and clearly identified. 
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION

In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety. Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester. To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/
CAMPUS SAFETY STATEMENT

Emergency response information will be discussed in class.  Students should familiarize themselves with the nearest exit routes in the event evacuation becomes necessary.  You should notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance during an emergency evacuation.  Students should familiarize themselves with emergency response protocols at http://www.moreheadstate.edu/emergency
Student Information and Contract

Honors-003
Fall 2008
Name_______________________________________ Classification___________ Age________

Local Address_______________________________________    Local Phone_______________

Preferred e-mail _________________________________________________________________

Permanent Address______________________________   Permanent Phone_________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Major/minor program(s)__________________________________________________________

Full or part-time enrollment_______________________________________________________

Career plans____________________________________________________________________

Marital/family status_____________________________________________________________

Campus activities/Work obligations_________________________________________________

Agreement
I have read the entire syllabus for Hon 101 and understand the purpose and structure of the course, the assessment methods, student responsibilities, and the attendance / tardiness policies.  I agree to maintain faithful attendance, regular reading of assignments, and careful class notes. I also agree to seek the instructor’s help as needed to in order to succeed in this course.

__________________________________________

Signature




Date

On the back of this page, please describe your experiences in previous literature and humanities courses, your favorite types of reading, and your expectations of your development as a reader and thinker in this course.  Also, let me know any other information that I may need to understand your learning style, personal needs, or pressures that may influence the success of our work together.
