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About the Presentation


The concepts and materials for this session have been developed for a general education literature elective (Approaches to Literature: Dead Poets and Pop Songs) at Morehead State University.  The course treats three genres—short fiction, poetry, and drama—and emphasizes the concepts, terminology, and characteristics traditionally associated with those genres (lists included within).  It is organized thematically around selected archetypal themes and integrates texts typically found in anthologies of literature along with pop-culture artifacts: song lyrics, films, visual arts, etc. Although it is designed for college students, many of the suggested texts are included in high school anthologies, and most of the terms and concepts are included in Kentucky’s Program of Studies and Core Content for secondary English. Many of these materials have been used in secondary classrooms as a part of the MSU Professors in the Schools Project. 

The premises of this approach suggest that:

1. Much of the poetry or verse students notice is found in song lyrics, 

2. Much of the fiction that students encounter is film, 

3. The literary, musical, and visual arts share many features worth studying, 

4. Many pop-culture artifacts offer legitimate intellectual and artistic substance to reinforce and enhance the understanding of traditional literary concepts, and that 

5. The more senses involved in a learning experience, the greater the impact.

Additional materials associated with this presentation and with the aforementioned course may be found at the presenter’s web page or requested by e-mail (URL and address indicated above).

Classic Elements of Poetic Language Applied to Poetry (and Song Lyrics)
Perspective 

Voice, persona, speaker

Poet  speaker; characterization of the voice in the poem

Dramatic monologue and dialogue

Tone, perspective

Attitude of the speaker toward the subject

Fresh or surprising perception of the extraordinary in the ordinary

Conceptual Complexity 

Tension

Challenge, conflict or paradox

Ambiguity, multiple meanings

Connotations beyond the literal 

Balance, parallelism, contrast

Compression 

Economy of meaning per word

Distillation, condensation of ideas or feelings

Surprise

Unexpected perspective

Perception of similarity in dissimilarity

Unusual diction, syntax

Sound 

Rhythm, melody, perhaps rhyme

Iambic, trochaic, anapestic, dactylic meter

Iambic pentameter, common meter

Exact, near, masculine, feminine, internal, end rhyme

Sound repetition

Consonance, alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia, refrain

Diction and Imagery 

Fresh, uncommon vocabulary

Concrete sensory detail

Images represent abstract feelings, ideas

Suggestion of  uncommon connections between images and figurative meaning

Metaphoric thought  through explicit or implied  analogy

simile, metaphor, personification, metonymy, synecdoche, allusion, paradox, hyperbole, litotes 

Spatial, Structural Design 
Visual concept demonstrated through

Arrangement of words, phrases and lines

Spacing, enjambment, punctuation, caesura

Indentation, upper/lower case letters, typography

Traditional or subjective form 

Sonnet, villanelle, sestina, blank verse, ode, epigram, aubade, open or free form

Artistic Unity 

Form that supports content; sound and/or shape that provide clues to mood or ideas; surface features that enhance meaning; individual elements that complement each other
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Elements Of Fiction, Drama, or Film
Plot and Structure 

Classic Plot Model:

1. Exposition

2. Complication, rising action, conflict

3. Crisis, turning point, climax

4. Falling action

5. Denouement, resolution

Conflict:

Arena - physical, mental, emotional, spiritual

Protagonist v. antagonist

Person v. person

Person v. self

Person v. nature

Person v. idea

Person v. supernatural
Idea v. idea

Structure:


Plot at rest - design, balance, parallels, chronology, connection

Beginning in res medias
Flashback

Foreshadowing

Character  

Character types:

Major - minor

Static - dynamic (unchanging - changing)

Flat - round (stereotypical, one-dimensional - complex, multidimensional)

Protagonist, antagonist

Foil relationship

Epiphany

Techniques of characterization

Narrative summary without judgment

Narrative description with implied or explicit judgment

Surface details of dress and physical appearance

Characters actions, speech (what they say and do)

Characters consciousness (what they think and feel)

Setting 

More than simple backdrop of time and place; historical and cultural context

Often transcends time and place to become symbolic, representative

May support, suggest structure (movement, foreshadowing, connections)

Frequently symbolizes:

Conflict and emotional state, relationship of characters
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Point of View 

Basic principle: author  narrator;  narrator = authors choice of perspective, storyteller

Perspective - who tells the story and how it is told:

First person

Omniscient

Limited omniscient

Objective

Considerations:

How point of view affects reader response

Narrator objectivity or bias

Unreliable narrator  ironic vision

Language and Style 

Diction - word choice

Syntax - word, sentence, arrangement

Denotations and connotations

Figurative language

Allusion

Eloquence and sound

Dialogue and dialect

Tone

Irony 

Basic concept: discrepancy

Types:

Situational or circumstantial - discrepancy between whats expected or 



appropriate and what happens
Verbal - discrepancy between whats said and whats meant

Dramatic - discrepancy between what a character knows and what the 



reader/viewer knows

Ironic vision - discrepancy between objective reality and subjective narrators 


perspective created by a less-than-objective (unreliable) narrator

Symbol 

Related to setting and imagery or language nuance

Concrete, literal elements of the story suggest figurative meaning as well

Allegory or parable, generated by a pattern of related symbolism

Archetypal symbols, motifs

Ambiguity

Theme 

Generalization about life, a human truth suggested by the story; what the story just goes 
to show if anything; Not plot, not subject; authors implied attitude about the subject

Scale: escapist  didactic, sensational  ideological


Process:



Literal conflict  Figurative conflict; resolution? epiphany? perspective? irony?
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Sample Themes, Texts, Song Lyrics, and Artifacts for the Session

Love and Longing

Ben Jonson, Song: to Celia



Drink to Me Only With Thine Eyes

Robert Burns, My Luve is Like a Red, Red Rose
500 Miles, Toy Dolls










For You, I Will, Monica








Sara Evans, No Place That Far

Lord Byron, She Walks in Beauty  


She Walks in Beauty (traditional; Black Peppercorns)

Robert Herrick, Upon Julia’s Clothes


Something in the Way, Harrison & Clapton

Something in the Way, James Taylor

Belief, Doubt, and Meaning

Ecclesiastes 2 and 3




Meaningless - Sixpence   

Turn, Turn, Turn - Byrds

Matthew Arnold, Dover Beach


Kathy's Song – Simon & Garfunkel

Nature: The River as Archetypal Image

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Kubla Khan

 

H.W. Longfellow, Maidenhood




Walt Whitman, From Pent-up Aching Rivers



Robert Burns, Sweet Afton



Sweet Afton – Nickell Creek

When the River Meets the Sea –  John Denver & Muppets   

Sailing Down My Golden River – Pete Seeger

The River – Garth Brooks

River of Dreams – Billy Joel 

River of Tears – Eric Clapton 

River of Tears – Doyle Lawson

The River – Bruce Springsteen 

Transience, Mortality, and Grief

Gwendolyn Brooks, The Mother


Brick – Ben Folds Five 

Lucille Clifton, The Lost Baby Poem

The Marginalized and Alienated

Edwin A. Robinson, Mr. Flood’s Party

Eleanor Rigby – Beatles 

Edwin A. Robinson, Richard Cory


Richard Cory – Simon & Garfunkel 

Edwin A. Robinson, Miniver Cheevey

Most Peculiar Man – Simon & Garfunkel  

He Lives Alone – Dory Previn

The Beatitudes




Blessed – Simon & Garfunkel 


Isaiah 6, Exodus 32




Sounds of Silence – Simon & Garfunkel 

Art and The Artist


Anne Sexton, The Starry Night 


Vincent Van Gogh, Starry Night


Robert Flagles, The Starry Night 


Vincent – Don McLean

William Carlos Williams, The Dance


Pieter Brueghel, The Peasant Dance

(More thematic groupings of texts, lyrics, films, and other artifacts follow.)
	Selections: Literary Texts, Lyrics, Artifacts, and Theory

(Page numbers refer to DiYanni, Robert. Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, Compact Edition, McGraw-Hill, 2000.  

Dates indicated are for a version being taught at MSU during the current semester. )

	Date
	Readings from DiYanni  & Other Texts

(*denotes longer readings)
	Genre
	Artists, Lyrics,  

and Other Cultural Artifacts 
	Other Required Readings, Optional films 

	Jan T 14
	Course introduction
	
	Styx, "Come Sail Away"
	Dead Poets' Society

	Belief, Doubt, and Meaning

	Th 16

T 21
	May Swenson, "The Universe," 463

Ecclesiastes chapters 1-3, email

William Cullen Bryant, "To a Waterfowl,"  e-mail

Robert Frost, "The Road Not Taken," 446

Ted Hughes, Crow Poems

Matthew Arnold, “Dover Beach,” 656

Alan Dugan, “Love Song: I and Thou,” e-mail Robert Frost, “Design,”  581

Emily Dickinson, “Apparently With No…” 556

Hopkins, “God’s Grandeur” & “Spring” 660
	Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poems

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poems
	Sixpence, “Meaningless”

Pete Seeger, “Turn! Turn! Turn”

Offspring, “Something to Believe In”

Jars of Clay, “Blind”;

Phil Collins, “Can’t Find My Way”

Madonna, “Sky Fits”;  Lennon, “Imagine”

Bon Jovi, “Something to Believe In”

Paul Simon, “Kathy’s Song”

U2, “I Still Haven’t Found…”

Ben Folds Five, “Evaporated”
	Reading & Writing…, 1-17

Speaker & Tone, 413

Sound, 457

Symbol, Allegory, 95, 442

Metaphor, 436

Inherit the Wind, Pulp Fiction,

Leap of Faith, Star Wars Trilogy,

Field of Dreams, Gatsby, Fallen, 

The Apostle, Patch Adams,

Simon Birch, Cider House Rules

	Nature and Human Values

	Th 23
	Robert Frost, “Tree at My Window,” 578

Walt Whitman, “A Noiseless, Patient Spider,” 651

Elizabeth Bishop, “The Fish,” e-mail

*George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant,” web link

Richard Wilbur, “Death of a Toad,” 694

William Stafford, “Traveling Through Dark,” 689

Emily Dickinson, “A Narrow Fellow…,” 553

Robert Frost, “Stopping By Woods…,” 399

Robert Frost, “Mending Wall,” 570
	Poem

Poem

Poem

Narr.

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Bruce Springsteen, “The River”

Garth Brooks, “The River”

Collective Soul, “Where the River Flows”

P. Williams, “Where the River Meets the Sea”

Eric Clapton, “River of Tears”

Pete Seeger, river lyrics

R.E.M., “Find the River”

Billy Joel, “The River of Dreams”


	Imagery, 429

Archetypal symbols

Writing About Poetry, 517-528

A River Runs Through It, 

Grand Canyon,

Gorillas in the Mist,

Fly Away Home

	Innocence and Experience

	F 24

T 28

Th 30
	William Blake poems, 624, 625

Thomas Hardy, “The Ruined Maid,” 658

*John Updike, “A&P,” 27 

*Sandra Cisneros, “Eleven,” 213

*James Joyce, “Araby,” 82

Muriel Stuart, “In the Orchard,” 417

*Flannery O’Connor, “Good Country People,” 171
	Poems

Poem

Fiction

Fiction

Fiction

Poem

Fiction
	Nazareth, “Love Hurts”

Bad Company, “Shooting Star”

Tori Amos, “Winter”

REM, “Everybody Hurts”

Sam Cooke, “Only Sixteen”

Meat Loaf, “Paradise by the Dashboard…”

Alanis Morissette, “Ironic”
	Language & Style, 81

Character, 55; Point of View, 72

Irony, 93, 164-170

Writing About Fiction, 103-118

The Breakfast Club, The Outsiders,

Splendor in the Grass, Rebel Without a Cause, Circle of Friends


	War and Inner Peace

	Feb T 4
	*Frank O’Connor, “Guests of the Nation,” 46

Thomas Hardy, “The Man He Killed,” 453

Owen, “Dulce et Decorum Est,” 679; “Parable,” e-

Siegfried Sassoon poems, e-mail

Stephen Crane, “War is Kind,” 413

Louis Simpson, “The Battle,” 441

*John Dos Passos, “ Body of an American,” link
	Fiction

Poem

Poem

Poems

Poem

Poem

Prose
	Black Sabbath, “War Pigs”

Pink Floyd, “The Gunner’s Dream”

U2, “Sunday, Bloody Sunday”

Cranberries, “Zombie”

Metallica, “One”

Phil Collins, “We Wait and We Wonder”
	Plot & Structure, 44

Theme, 86; Speaker & Tone, 413

Irony, 93, Satire, Paordy

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Behind the Lines, Apocalypse Now, Legends of the Fall, Saving Private Ryan, Enemy at the Gate

	Transience, Mortality, and Grief

	Th 6

F 7
	Emily Dickinson, “Because I Could Not…,” 448

John Keats, “When  I Have Fears…,” 637

*Luigi Pirandello, “War,” 249

Ben Jonson, “On My First Son,” 617

Robert Frost, “Home Burial,” 572 & video 

Seamus Heany, “Mid-term Break,” 707

Robert Frost, “Out, Out--,” e-mail

A.E. Houseman, “To an Athlete Dying…,” 663

Dylan Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle…,” 691

Gwendoyn Brooks, “The Mother,” 691

Lucille Clifton, “The Lost Baby Poem,” e-mail

*Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants,” link
	Poem

Poem

Fiction

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Fiction
	Jim Croce, “Time in a Bottle”

Cranberries, “There’s No Need to Argue”

Live, “Lightning Crashes”

Quicksilver, “Winding Through Life”

Iron Maiden, “”Only the Good Die Young”

Puff Daddy, “I’ll Be Missing You”

James Taylor, “Fire and Rain”

Willie Nelson, “Blue Eyes Crying in the Rain”

Ben Folds Five, “Brick”
	Setting, 61

Rhythm & Meter, 465

Poetic Structure, 473

Beaches, A Separate Peace, 

Fried  Green Tomatoes, Step Mom, My Girl, On Golden Pond, 

Terms of Endearment,

 Steel Magnolias

	Parent and Child

	T  11


	Judith Wright, "Woman to Child," 441

Donald Hall, "My Son, My Executioner," 699

*E.B. White, "Once More to the Lake," link

Peter Meinke, "Advice to My Son," 443

Raymond Carver, "Photograph…,"  707

Theodore Rhoetke, "My Papa's Waltz," 406

Seamus Heany, "Digging," 708
	Poem

Poem

Narr.

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Billy Joel, "Lullaby"

Paul Overstreet,"Seeing My Father in Me"

Mike & the Mechanics, "In the Living Years"

CCR, "Someday"; Madonna, "Oh My Father"

Everclear, "Father of Mine"

Phil Collins, "We're Sons of Our Fathers"

Bruce Springsteen, "Walk Like a Man" 
	Symbol, 442

Metaphor, 436

Da, Radio Flyer

Kramer vs. Kramer

Mask

Lion in Winter 

Father of the Bride

	Heritage, Culture, and Identity

	Th 13
	*Alice Walker, "Everyday Use," 357

Alice Walker, "Burial," link

*Ryan Hardesty, "Up the Hill," link

*Lady Gregory, "Rising of the Moon," 1102
	Fiction

Poem

Narr.

Drama
	"Alabama, "Alabama Sky," "High Cotton"

Paul Overstreet," "Richest Man on Earth,"                                   "Sowing Love”

Cranberries, U2, Sinead O’Connor
	Theme, 86, 482; Walker video

Crimes of the Heart, The Doll Maker, Michael Collins, The Color Purple,
In the Name of the Father

http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/bibdbs/newlinks.html

	The Marginalized, Alienated, and Lonely

	Th 20


	E.A.Robinson, " Mr. Flood's Party,"  e-mail

E.A. Robinson, "Minver Cheevy," 426

E.A. Robinson, "Richard Cory," 667

e.e. cummings, "anyone lived…," 680
	Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Beatles, "Eleanor Rigby"

S&G, “Blessed,”  "Most Peculiar Man," "Richard Cory," "Sounds of Silence,"  "Kodachrome"; Dory Previn, "Hollywood Sign," "Mother's Daughter," "Lived Alone"
	Syntax, 449; Paradox

Diction, 422, “The Grass Harp”
To Kill a Mockingbird, Patch Adams, Pleasantville, A Time to Kill, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's…, Phenomenon

	Art and the Artist

	Feb

F 21
	L. Ferlinghetti, "Constantly Risking…," 69

Huidobro & Macleish, "Ars Poetica," 677 & 678

Marianne Moore, "Poetry," 672

Robert Wallace, "Double Play," 439

W.C. Williams, " The Dance," 479

Anne Sexton, "Starry Night," 502

Robert Fagles, " The Starry Night," 503
	Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Kris Kristofferson, "Pilgrim"

James Taylor, "That's Why I'm Here"

Paul Simon, "Frank Lloyd Wright"

Breugel, Peasant Dance
VanGogh, Starry Night
Don McLean, "Vincent," "American Pie"
	Imagery, 429

Symbol, 442

Metaphor, 436

Amadeus, Shine, Surviving Picasso, The Red Violin, Shkespeare in Love, The Agony and the Ecstasy

	Desire, Proposals, and Seduction

	T 25

Th 27


	Walt Whitman, "From Pent-up, Aching Rivers"

William Shakespeare, "Shall I Compare…," 496

Robert Burns, "A Red, Red Rose," 626

Andrew Marvell, "To His Coy Mistress," 621

Robert Herrick, "To the Virgins…," 618

John Donne, "The Flea," 615

Christopher Marlowe, "The Passionate…," 610

Sir Walter Raleigh, "Nymph's Reply," 609 Shakespeare, "Th' Expense of Spirit," 611

Robert Browning, "Meeting at Night," 434
	Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Elvis Presely, "Unchained Melody"

U2, "Desire"

Pretenders, "I Would Walk 500 Miles"

Sara Evans, "No Place That Far"

The Hollies, "The Air that I Breathe"

Phil Collins, "Please Come Out Tonight" 

Rod Stewart, “Tonight’s the Night”

Dory Previn, "Yada Yada"

Mamas & Papas, "Words of Love"

Carole King, "Will You Love Me…?"
	Lyrical poetry, 411

Sound, 457, 465

Hyperbole, litotes

Funny Girl, The Graduate

Goodbye Columbus

Pride and Prejudice

Pretty Woman

	Love Gained and Love Celebrated

	Mar

T 4

Th 6


	Robert Burns, "Sweet Afton," e-mail

Ben Jonson, "Song: To Celia," 618

Boris Pasternak, "Winter Night," e-mail

John Donne, "The Sun Rising," 450

Lord Byron, "She Walks in Beauty," 633   

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, "How Do I…?" 643

Anne Bradstreet, "To My Dear…," 621

e.e. cummings, "somewhere I have never…"

e.e. cummings, "if everything happens…," e-mail
	Song

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem

Poem
	Nickell Creek, “Sweet Afton”

Don McLean, "And I Love You So"

Bryan Adams, "Have You Ever …?" Springsteen, "I Finally Found…"

Aerosmith, "I Don't Want to Miss a Thing"

James Taylor, "Something in the Way…" Edwin McCain, "I'll Be"

B.L. Savage, “Darlin’”

Carole King, "I Feel the Earth Move…"

Peabo Bryson, "Tonight I Celebrate"
	Lyrics, lyrical poetry, song

Structure, 473; Meter, 465

Dr. Zhivago, Love Affaier

An Affair to Remember

Sleepless in Seattle

An Officer & A Gentleman

	Disillusionment  in Love:  Inconstancy, Jealousy, Possession, Oppression, and Ennui

	T 11
	Thomas Hardy, "Ah, Are You Digging…?" e-mail

A. E. Houseman, "Is My Team Ploughing?"

Petronius, "The Widow of Ephesus," 39

Robert Browning, "My Last Duchess," 415

Adrienne Rich, "Aunt Jennifer's Tigers," 405

May Swenson, "Women," 688

*Kate Chopin, "Story of an Hour," 32

 John Donne, "Song," 612
	Poem

Poem

Fiction

Poem

Poem

Poem

Fiction

Poem
	Linda Ronstadt, "Faithless Love"

Simon & Garfunkel, "Cecilia"

Eagles, "Lyin Eyes"

Eric Clapton, "Alberta"

Eagles, "TheBest of My Love"

Lennon and McCartney, "Yesterday"

Hall and Oates, "You've Lost that Lovin’”

Simon & Garfunkel, "I Am a Rock"
	My Best Friend's Wedding

First Wuves's Club

Bridges of Madison County

The Piano

Places in the Heart

	T 18

Th 20

F 21

April

T 1
Th 3
T 8
	*William Shakespeare, Othello, 854

Susan Glaspell, "Trifles," 1119 (in class)

Kay Boyle, "The Astronomer's Wife, " 57

Drayton, "Since There's No Help," e-mail

*Bobbie Ann Mason, "Shiloh," 63

*William Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily," 74
	Drama

Drama

Fiction

Poem

Fiction

Fiction
	CCR, "I Heard it Through the Grapevine"

John Lennon, “Jealous Guy”

Elvis Presley, "Suspicious Minds"

Garth Brooks, "The Thunder Rolls"

Madonna, "The Power of Good-Bye"

“Dory Previn, "Mythical Kings & Iguanas 

Elvis Presley, "Separate Ways"

Boyz II Men, "It's So Hard to Say…"

Dan Fogelberg, "Seeing You Again"
	Writing About Drama, 751-764, 723; Elizabethan Theater, 851

Character, 55

Plot, 44, Setting, 61

Point of View, 72

	Unconditional and Sacrificial Love

	Th 10

F 11

T 15


	St. Paul, I Corinthians:  13, e-mail

William Shakespeare, "My mistress' eyes…," 612 William Shakespeare, "Let me not…," 611

William Shakespeare, "That Time of Year," 474

*O. Henry, "Gift of the Magi," web link

Robert Hayden, "Those Winter Sundays," 518

"The Prodigal Son," 21
	Prose

Poem Poem

Poem

Fiction

Poem

Fiction
	Taylor or King, "You've Got a Friend"

Gershwins, “Someone to Watch Over Me”

Anderson & Weill, "September Song"

Garth Brooks, "If Tommorow Never Comes"

Emmett Otters's Jug Band Christmas
U2, “Grace”

Rich Mullins, "Growing Young"

Lynyrd Skynyrd, "Comin’ Home"
	Rhythm & Meter 465

Structure 473

Allegory, 442



	T 22

Th 24

F 25

T 29 


	*Eudora Welty, "A Worn Path," 87

*Arthur Miller, Death of a Salesman," 1130
	Fiction

Drama
	Paul Simon, "Bridge" 

Edwin McCain, "Through the Floor"
	Joe the King, A Simple Plan

Armageddon

Slingblade, Titanic

Casablanca, Braveheart

Shadowlands, Dead Man Walking

	Risk & Triumph of the Human Spirit

	May 

Th 1
	*Homer, “The Odyssey” (link)

Alfred Lord Tennyson, "Ulysses,"  647
	Poem
	Cream, "Tales of Brave Ulysses"

Gloria Estefan, "Reach"

Whitney Houston, "One Moment in Time"

R. Kelly, "I Believe I Can Fly"

Garth Brooks, "The Dance"

Garth Brooks, "Standing Outside the Fire"

Edwin McCain, "What Matters"

Edwin McCain, "The Rhythm of Life"


	Archetypal symbol & metaphor

O Brother, Where Art Thou?

African Queen, Rudy

Amistad, Hoosiers, Rocky

Bridge Over the River Kwai

On the Waterfront

Sleepers, Bicentennial Man

The Englishman Who Went Up a Hill

Enemy of the State


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���









[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]_1105865198.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1105865314.doc
[image: image1.png]






