Questions About the Relationship of Man and Nature
1.
Is nature more important than mankind, or is makind more important than nature?

2.
Is nature hostile, hospitable, or indifferent to mankind?

3.
Is mankind destructive, caretaking, or indifferent to nature?

3.
Can nature provide comfort, solace, or hope for the future of mankind? If so, are such reactions warranted or false?

4.
In his essay, Nature, Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote,  Words are signs of natural facts. Particular natural facts are symbols of particular spiritual facts. Nature is the symbol of spirit.... Spirit is the Creator. And as this is the first language, so is it the last. *   

Do you find that natural images, events, or processes reflect your perception of yourself and others?  Do physical phenomena suggest analogies of metaphysical notions for you?

* If you would like to read this essay by Emerson and prepare a bonus-credit Reading Journal response, visit <http://www.jjnet.com/emerson/language.htm>.  Let me know when youre ready, and I will provide a writing prompt.
