Sample Outlines for the Personalized Research Project
(For argumentative organization methods, see also WR section 12)
Disclaimer: None of these models are intended to be prescriptive.  Do not try to force your ideas into any of these patterns or strictly adhere to the substructure indicated.  These are merely samples of different approaches with possible directions for substructural development.  Your outline may generally follow one or more of these approaches, but it will look very different in terms of the number of main points and subpoints.

PROBLEM-SOLUTION

Target audience: To whom is the paper addressed; who needs to hear it?

Thesis: Not just a statement of topic (what the paper is about) but your message to the target audience about the topic, a statement of your opinion, advice, conclusions about some controversial aspect of the topic.

I.
Introduction

A.
Opening


1.
Attention hook - startling statistics, a dramatic story, a challenging question, etc.

2.
Establishment of the issue at hand

3.
Significance to society in general and the target audience in particular

4.
Your personal interest in or experience with the issue

5.
Your thesis statement

6.
A preview of the main points

B.
Establishing the issue 

1..
Overview of the problem or controversy

a.
Information from source(s)

b.
Personal experience or observation

2.
Background information

a.
Definition of key terms

b.
Information from source(s)

c.
Personal experience or observation

II.
First main point: exploration of the problem (sample strategies)

A. 
Examples of the problem

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation 

B.
Process: how did the problem develop?

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation

C.
Types or kinds of problems involved

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation

D.
Causes and effects of the problem

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation

III.
Third main point: your recommendations for solving the problem

A.
Solutions offered by others

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation

3.
Critical analysis of various perspectives

B.
Your critical thinking about more effective handling of the problem

1.
Information from source(s)

2.
Personal experience or observation

3.
Your proposal, attempt to clinch your thesis

4.
Solvency (how your proposal would solve the problem) or recommendations for further exploration or action

5. Conclusion (maybe echo the attention device?)

PRO-CON or CRITICAL SYNTHESIS

Target audience: To whom is the paper addressed; who needs to hear it?

Thesis: Not just a statement of topic (what the paper is about) but your message to the target audience about the topic, a statement of your opinion, advice, conclusions about some controversial aspect of the topic.

I.
Introduction

A.
Opening


1.
Attention hook - startling statistics, a dramatic story, a challenging question, etc.

2.
Establishment of the issue at hand

3.
Significance to society in general and the target audience in particular

4.
Your personal interest in or experience with the issue

5.
Your thesis statement

6.
A preview of the main points

B.
Establishing the issue 

1..
Overview of the problem or controversy

a.
Information from source(s)

b.
Personal experience or observation

2.
Background information

a.
Definition of key terms

b.
Information from source(s)

c. Personal experience or observation

II.
The point of view or “school of thought” about the issue

A. Introduce the advocates for this position

B. Provide their credentials and authority

C. Review their arguments

1. Establish the thesis

2. Establish the main points

3. Examine the supporting evidence

a. Test the evidence for methodology

b. Test the evidence for interpretation

4. Examine the reasoning

D. Examine the influence or significance of the argument

E. Point out strengths and weaknesses of the argument

III. Second (then third, etc.) point of view or “school of thought” about the issue

A. Introduce the advocates for this position

B. Provide their credentials and authority

C. Review their arguments

1. Establish the thesis

2. Establish the main points

3. Examine the supporting evidence

a. Test the evidence for methodology

b. Test the evidence for interpretation

5. Examine the reasoning

6. Examine the influence or significance of the argument

D. Point out strengths and weaknesses of the argument

IV. Draw your critical conclusions

A. Which arguments sway you?

B. Does more investigation need to be done?

C. Are resources needed to explore the issue further?

D. Do changes need to be made in the way the issue is studied and discussed?
