ENG 200, Writing II 
TOPIC & SOURCE CARD ASSIGNMENT
1. Each submission will consist of two source cards (3x5 index cards), each with an MLA citation for one article each (two articles per submission) that you have found through approved databases and links demonstrated in class and posted at our web page.  The articles should be news or scholarly articles about an issue in education that you might like to read and write about, perhaps for your main research topic later in the semester. There are four submission dates, resulting in an accumulation of eight source cards total:
· Wed Jan 21 – two source cards 
· Wed Feb 4 - two source cards
· Wed Feb 18 - two source cards 
· Wed Feb 25 - two source cards 
2.         Follow instructions demonstrated in class to use approved databases
• EBSCO (The two already selected plus ERIC, Professional Development Collection, Newspaper Source, and Topic Search)
• Education Index
• EdWeek
• CQ Researcher
• Online journals, news sources posted at the class page
• not general web searches.
3. On each source card write your name and section number in the upper left corner.  In the upper right corner, indicate the number of the card, 1-8. The citation of the author and source must conform to the MLA style. Before you begin to search your articles, review thoroughly the WR handbook sections 27.68 (database) 27.54-58 (online journals) for the correct citation form for various types of periodicals. 
4. Below the citation, jot down the key ideas of the article. Be careful to either quote precisely or paraphrase responsibly to avoid text-hugging. 

5. Each source card is evaluated for the correct citation form and the relevance of the article to a viable research topic (five points each, ten points per submission, forty points total). 
6. After your cards have been returned to you, correct any glitches in the citation format and collect them in a pocket folder for later review and research topic selection.

Managing Sources

Your first stop should be EBSCOhost with the following databases selected: Academic Search Premier, ERIC, MAS Ultra, MasterFile Premier, Professional Development Collection, Newspaper Source, and Topic Search.

You may temporarily save your finds in your “My EBSCOhost folder,” or you may e-mail each article to yourself. When you decide to print an article, do not copy and paste it into a Word document. Print it as it appears within the database and keep every page in order. Immediately staple the pages of the article together. Do not stack several unsecured articles (loose pages) together.  Assign a unique number, in consecutive order, to each printed source by writing its number in the upper right corner of the first page. 

Do not begin with general web searches, but if you find a document at an approved web site,

again, do not copy and paste but print directly from the browser, making sure you have the URL and have written in the date it was printed.  Also, visit the pages above the document to make sure you have written in all the necessary bibliographic information, noting the source of the document and the date it was posted. 

Keep all of your printed articles, source cards, and other related materials in a pocket folder, along with your First Progress Conference worksheet, to bring with you to every class meeting from now on and to each individual conference. 
Making Source Cards

As you select sources that look promising, make a source card for each one.  A source card is typically a 3x5 note card with one citation on it that conforms to the documentation style you're using--in this case, MLA.  

To explore the appropriate forms for MLA citations, you should refer to WR section 25. In addition, I have given you a handout graphically demonstrating the subtle differences in the correct citation forms for different kinds of journals and magazines found in online sources.

If you are conscientious about keeping a stack of cards with you while you conduct your research, you can accumulate a nice collection of sources potentially useful for your research project. I will periodically check and evaluate your collection of source cards. 
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Your Name, ENG 200-004 or -008					Source Card 1





Caviness, Yoland Gault. “Homeschooling Rules.” Essence 33.5 (Sept. 2002): 14-17. EBSCOhost. Academic Search Premier. Camden-Carroll Lib. Morehead State University. 1 Mar. 2006. 





Discusses the increase among African American families in homeschooling for several reasons: lack of cultural diversity, concern over safety, and academic achievement. Suggestions for overcoming lack of social interaction.








