A Few of the Plethora of Examples of
The River as an Archetypal Symbol/Metaphor
River: An ambivalent symbol since it corresponds to the creative power both of nature and of time.  On the one hand, it signifies fertility and the progressive irrigation of the soil; and on the other hand, it stands for the irreversible passage of time and , in consequence, for a sense of loss and oblivion. (Cirlot, J.E. A Dictionary of Symbols. Trans. Jack Sage. New York: Philosophical Library, 1962)
Varieties of meaning: Constant change, transience; passage of time; transition from one world to another, as in from the temporal to the eternal (sea); boundary, yet escape to freedom; created by or analogous to weeping, sorrow, yet cleansing, renewing through baptism.

Styx - in Greek mythology, a river in the underworld across which souls of the dead were ferried into Hades by Charon.

Jordan - the river which the Israelites (in Judeo-Christian tradition) had to cross to enter the promised land (Joshua 3) and in which Jesus was later baptized, revealing his identity; metaphor for leaving the temporal and moving to eternal life.

Twains The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn - freedom (both literal and intellectual), rite of passage, disillusionment, enlightenment

Flannery OConnors short story, The River - irony of destruction  and salvation

A River Runs Through It (film) - paradox of transience yet permanence

Lyrics weve observed:




River = ?
Garth Brooks, The River



Navigating the uncertainty of lifes journey

Paul Williams, Where the River Meets the Sea
Transience, temporal  eternal

Pete Seeger, several lyrics



Universal harmony, affirmation of destiny

Eric Clapton, River of Tears


Sorrow, destruction

Doyle Lawson, River of Tears


Paradox of joys and sorrows that connect cycles of life

Collective Soul, Where the River Flows

Journey to discover destination


Bruce Springsteen, The River


Transitions in life, disillusionment, change vs. permanence

