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COURSE DESCRIPTION
ENG 600, a graduate-level pedagogical methods course, is designed to meet professional development goals for practicing teachers and graduate students preparing to teach at middle, high school, and college levels. In addition to examining professional standards, effective pedagogical practices, assessment linked to learning outcomes, updated technologies, and innovative resources, each student will pursue an individualized professional development plan in one or more strands of English language arts: reading strategies for information and literature; writing; grammar and usage; speaking and listening; integrated thematic units; and interdisciplinary literacy.
COMPETENCIES / LEARNER OUTCOMES
The course is based on standards established by the National Council of Teachers of English http://www.ncte.org/standards and the Kentucky Core Academic Standards for English language arts http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards, which will not only constitute part of the content of the course but also provide competency standards as well. 
Students are also expected to identify areas of growth and create and execute a professional development plan that will enhance their competencies within Kentucky’s New Teacher Standards: 

· Demonstrate applied content knowledge

· Design/plan instruction 

· Create/maintain learning climates 

· Implement/manage instruction 

· Assess and communicate learning results 

· Demonstrate implementation of technology

· Reflect and evaluate teaching and learning 

· Collaborate with colleagues/parents/others 

· Evaluate teaching, implement professional development 

http://www.kyepsb.net/teacherprep/standards.asp 
After successful completion of the course, students will show improved professional knowledge, skills and dispositions in order to:

· Research scholarly and professional resources for content and pedagogical support

· Apply current research-based theories and practices in English pedagogy

· Identify and analyze the multiplicity of curricular standards that pertain to teaching secondary English language arts (NCTE/IRA Standards and Kentucky Core Academic Standards) 

· Apply those standards to the various strands of language arts, including reading, writing, literature, usage and grammar, and interdisciplinary literacy
· Construct and pursue an individualized professional development plan in content knowledge and pedagogy

· Plan inquiry-based, student-centered, and collaborative instruction 

· Demonstrate discretion in the use of instructional strategies to most adequately meet student needs

· Cultivate reflective teaching to serve diverse individual learning styles and needs and reflect on the effectiveness of instruction to initiate professional change 

· Demonstrate proficiency with technology and relevant Internet sites, searchable literature services, education databases, discussion lists for teachers, media resources, and software programs.
· Consider essential links between assessment and planning instruction 

· Integrate assessment with instruction (evaluation instruments in English, e.g. rubrics, holistic scoring, and portfolios) and currency with KDE assessment processes
DESIGNING YOUR COURSE
Because this is a project -based course for practical application, you will propose and implement your own semester goals, plan of action, timeline, and assessment. Your project will

· Advance your own professional development by 
· addressing professional content knowledge in the strand(s) of English language arts of greatest personal need

· reflecting on your progress in applying the Kentucky Core Academic Standards in your classroom, the department curriculum map, and school-wide KCAS  implementation
· Constitute a fresh initiative or new direction apart from a task you have already been assigned for supplementary compensation

· Show leadership in achieving research-based and innovative collaboration with a colleague or colleagues for interdisciplinary integration with English language arts
· Be peer-reviewed by classmates, as well as self-assessed, in the proposal, progress, and product stages
· Require feedback and approval from your curriculum and instruction coordinator or principal as well as the course instructor
An alternate approach, if appropriate to your teaching assignment, may be a professional leadership focus on an institutional curricular issue, such as effective preparation for PLAN and ACT, or the development of a transition course in English or reading.

The first draft of your proposal, due at the second class meeting, will include

· A project research question

· Justification/statement of need for the project

· Project objectives

· Indication of endorsement by your curriculum and instruction coordinator or principle with verification that the project is a new initiative, not a completed or nearly completed  undertaking 

· Indication of mutual interest in collaboration of a colleague or colleagues
· A tentative timeline

· The first version of your resource and reading list
PRESENTING YOUR PROJECT
Throughout the development of your project, you will solicit advice from your curricular and instructional supervisor or principle and receive feedback from your classmates and instructor. At mid-term, you will present a report to the class (demonstrating progress toward final goals), for classmates’ and instructor’s assessment (applying the assessment instrument you have developed). 
We will use Blackboard for communication and feedback purposes during the semester, but by the end of the course, you will post or publish your completed project in a venue of your choice that is not dependent on the class management system and is available by invitation to classmates and colleagues, perhaps a personal/professional web page, blog or other venue. This final presentation will be assessed by classmates, the instructor, and your collaborative colleague, and your school representative according to the rubric or instrument you develop.
SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)
	Aug 23

	MSU Meeting: Course introduction 
Web page and online resources; professional resources

	Aug 30

	MSU Meeting: First draft of proposal due
Discussion and refinement of projects

	Sept 6

	Posting of feedback on classmates’ draft proposals 
Online discussion of assigned group readings, resources

	Sept 13

	Expansion of Resource and Reading List (with annotations) submitted
Online discussion of assigned group readings, resources

	Sept 20

	Final draft of proposal due

Submission of the assessment instrument for your project

	Sept 27

	Feedback on classmates’ assessment instruments posted
Expansion of Resource and Reading List (with annotations) submitted

	Oct 4

	Posting of all elements of the project achieved to-date

	Oct 11

	MSU Meeting: Mid-term progress check


	Oct 18, 25
	Online discussion of projects with feedback based on the respective assessment instruments

	Nov 1, 8

	Online discussion of projects
Collaborative development of rubric for presentation of projects

	Nov 15

	Posting of final projects for review

	Nov 29

	MSU Meeting: Presentation of projects

	Dec 5

	MSU Meeting: Presentation of projects


	Dec 12


	Submission of evaluations of classmates’ projects and self-evaluations


ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR COURSE ACTIVITIES
(Tentative elements and approximate point values)

Project proposal, first draft and final drafts




50 points each =  100 points

Preparation and posting for weekly topics




20 points each =  200 points

Feedback on classmates’ postings





 5 points each  =  300 points


Resource and Reading List development and expansion


50 points each
=  150 points
Submission of feedback from school personnel



25 points each =  100 points

Development and refinement of project assessment instrument



=    50 points

Posting of final project 








= 100 points

Presentation of final project








= 100 points

Participation in on-campus meetings





50 points each
= 250 points
Assessment of classmate’s project







=   50 points
Total










             1500 points
Weekly Preparation and Participation
Each week, students will be assigned readings and activities that enrich discussion of respective topics of focus and will be expected to actively engage in relevant dialogue. The type and level of participation will vary according to the nature of the topic, but the quality of each student’s contribution to weekly discussions will be evaluated on a scale of twenty points for each topic. 
Reading and Resource List 
Students will be required to research and harvest published documents on topics related to their projects, pedagogy, and the scholarship of teaching. Upon request, a textmarked copy of each article, along with a brief summary that conforms to standards of responsible handling of sources and accompanied by a correct MLA citation, will be reviewed by the instructor. In addition, the student and instructor will develop a list of resource persons or mentors for contact and interview. 
Reflection on Classmates’ Progress
Students will receive a template for reflective responses to each classmate’s posting. Postings are due by 8:40 pm on the date indicated. 
Major Project
By August 30th, each student will have presented for instructor approval the first draft of a project proposal. The proposal will include the following: title and research question, brief description, objectives, background and justification, research strategies, identification of mentors or resource persons, reading and resource list, projection of the application of the product(s), and a rubric for assessment of the project. The plan must be ambitious in scope, facilitate new professional growth, and arrive at fresh perspectives, discoveries, content knowledge and teaching resources.  Students are encouraged to be creative and innovative with ideas for their proposals. The product may be as functional as developing a new curriculum map or syllabus for improving or developing a class or multi-grade strand of English language arts, along with unit and lesson plans with assessments tied to learner outcomes. Or students are welcome to propose less traditional endeavors. By the end of the semester, each student will package the project materials digitally for sharing with classmates.. 
ATTENDANCE & INTERACTION
Because of the value of discussion and participation, attendance at on-campus meetings is extremely important. If you must be absent, notify the instructor prior to the meeting or as soon after as possible.  Appointments that could be scheduled at another time are not excused absences. Regardless of absence, meeting assignments on time is still your responsibility.  Absences from on-campus meetings can drop your final grade or prevent you from passing the course.    
TARDINESS & ETIQUETTE
Tardiness negatively affects the class participation grade, and excessive tardiness translates as an absence.  Please eat, drink, send or receive cellular phone calls, socialize with classmates, and tend to other personal needs before or after class.

CONFERENCES   
You are encouraged to contact the instructor to discuss any assignment when further explanation is needed or to seek assistance of any kind. I will be available before and after class or by phone.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

All Morehead State University students, but especially future educators, are held to standards of integrity in scholarly research, responsible source writing, and academic presentations. Any work submitted for evaluation for your grade for the course should be entirely your own product to demonstrate your own learning.
However, there are two kinds of plagiarism: (1) intentionally using someone else’s words, or ideas, or text as if they were your own and/or (2) unintentionally but carelessly documenting or handling other sources. The former is not likely in this class, and a part of the purpose of this class is to help you learn to avoid the latter.  Students frequently fail assignments and sometimes the course if they plagiarize (and it’s not difficult to detect). Students will receive a separate handout that clarifies the appropriate way to handle another thinker’s words or ideas in their own writing. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION

In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety. Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester. To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/
CAMPUS SAFETY STATEMENT

Emergency response information will be discussed in class.  Students should familiarize themselves with the nearest exit routes in the event evacuation becomes necessary.  You should notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance during an emergency evacuation.  Students should familiarize themselves with emergency response protocols at http://www.moreheadstate.edu/emergency
Student Information and Contract

English 600
Spring 2011
Name________________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________Preferred e-mail__________________________________
Degree(s)_____________________________________________________________________________

Institutions attended____________________________________________________________________

Type of certification____________________________________________________________________

School, if currently teaching_______________________________County_________________________

Classes and grade levels taught in the past___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Classes and grade levels this year__________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Agreement
I have reviewed the entire syllabus for ENG 600 and understand the purpose and structure of the course, the assessment methods, student responsibilities, and the attendance / tardiness policies.  I agree to maintain faithful attendance and interaction, regular completion of assignments, and active participation,. I also agree to seek the instructor’s help as needed to in order to succeed in this course.

__________________________________________

Signature




Date

On the back of this page, please describe your professional experience and your expectations of your professional development in this course.  Also, let me know any other information that I may need to understand your learning style, personal needs, or pressures that may influence the success of our work together.
Kathryn Mincey

English, Foreign Languages & Philosophy
Morehead State University
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