Spring 2003 Chemistry 101-001 Objectives and Expectations of the Student 

MWF1 at 8:00 AM in LA 224
Dr. Blankenbuehler: Office -425F Lappin Hall,

email:  m.blanken@moreheadstate.edu,  Phone:  783-2915

Web Site:  http://people.morehead-st.edu/fs/m.blanken/chemistry2.html
Text: McMurry and Castellion, “Fundamentals of General, Organic and Biological Chemistry”, 4th Ed., Prentice Hall

Before lab you must buy eye protection, laboratory manual, apron and towel from ACS-student affiliates on 4th floor of Lappin.

Spring 2003 objectives for Chemistry 101:

* learn principles and theories of general chemistry,

* learn factual knowledge of general chemistry,

* develop thinking and problem solving,

* apply these principles and theories, to solve chemical problems related to your major, and


to communicate to your peers global chemical problems or chemical problems that may be related to your major and your solution to these problems.

You must have a math ACT of 18 or higher to be in this course.  If you do not have this math ACT, I encourage you to drop the course, for you will be expected to know algebra, dimensional analysis, and logarithms.  There will be little time for picking up these skills during this course.

Chemistry is much like a foreign language.  It is important to keep up with the material from the beginning.  Falling behind is a sure way of creating problems.  Come to class having read the assigned material or prepared for lab.  Make notes on the assigned reading before coming to class.  Much of this class will be spent giving you the basic tools to understand the basic principles at the core of chemistry.  I always get the question "Why do we need to know this?"  Most of you are going to be nurses, medical technicians, agricultural engineers, dieticians, etc.  All these and many more professions center around chemistry.  You must learn the alphabet before you can learn to read.  We will be learning many new words and what they mean, new symbols and ways to deal with numbers.  We will relate these new principles to real world examples as much as possible. 

Homework and quizzes:   Read the pages of the text for that day.  Work the problems within the chapter as you read.  If you cannot work all of the problems, ask about them during class or come and see me.  Be assured, other students will have the same questions.  Collected homework will generally be the odd numbered additional problems at the end of each chapter. Due dates will be announced.  The answers to the even numbered problems are in the back of your text.  There is much to be learned and a lot of stuff to be memorized.  We will have pop-quizzes at the beginning of class to see that you have memorized symbols for elements, charges of ions, definitions for that day, or whether or not you can work a problem that we covered the day before. They will be brief and your lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  There will be 2 written assignments during the semester.  One due near mid-term and one at the end of the semester.  You will find a news article related to chemistry in some way.  There are lots of current news stories today about chemistry directly or indirectly.  Keep an eye out now and when the time comes you won't have to search later.  Details about these assignments will be given later.

Attendance:  Mandatory.  Missing more than 8 days of class will result in a failing grade.  Please be in class on time.  Coming in late is a big distraction to the rest of the class.  Please come and talk to me immediately in the event you do miss a class.  If you know you are going to miss a class, come and tell me BEFORE that date.  You will have one quiz score to drop during the semester, a missed quiz will simply be your dropped quiz.  NO make-up quizzes will be given.  

Laboratory:  Your laboratory course is designed to reinforce the concepts of the lecture, give you  practice in observing, writing what you observe, performing simple tests or reactions and making conclusions.  Your attendance is imperative.

Academic Honesty:  Any form of cheating will not be tolerated.  Your work is to be your own, not copied in part or whole from another source.  The bare minimum penalty will be a zero for the assignment and will depend on the nature of the infraction and could result in expulsion from the class with a failing grade.

Grading:  A failing grade in the laboratory section will result in a failing grade for the course.  You must pass both the lecture and lab independently to pass the course.  I will use the standard grading scale: I do reserve the right to adjust(curve) this scale according to class performance.  

Grading Scale

90.00 and up

= A

89.99-80.00  

= B

79.99-70.00  

= C

69.99-60.00  

= D

59.99 and down 
= E

Grading will consist of the following:

3 Tests @ 10% each                      


= 30.0%

Final Exam 



          

= 15.0%

Homework, Quizzes and writing assignments   
= 30.0%

Lab                                                      

= 25.0%

HELP!

What/Who do you have to help you?  

Textbooks: There are many textbooks that cover essentially the same material.  Sometimes reading the same concept in a slightly different way can make all the difference.  I have a couple of alternative textbooks in my office if you want to take a look.

Tutors: A tutorial service that you can go to weekly at Allie Young 209.  The tutors there can work any problem in these books, guaranteed.  Call for an appointment at 3-5200 before students of other chemistry classes schedule them full.

Brad Morgan:  Brad is a sophomore chemistry major and will be coming to class and will be running help sessions during the semester.  Times will be announced later.  He is not hear to do your homework for you but will help you understand and learn the material.

and last but not least... 

Me: A professor who is here for you from at least 8:30-5:00 each weekday.  A teacher who will never make you embarrassed about asking any question about chemistry.  I am here to help you.  Please come and talk to me if you have any questions.

"Any student who feels that he or she may need an accommodation for any sort of disability, please make an appointment to see me during my office hours."

You may make anonymous comments about the class on my web site (see above address).  The password is "obiwan" and make sure you indicate CHEM 101.  It is totally anonymous.  Simple comments about how much you do not like the class are not very useful.  Please suggest ways to improve the class.  I am open to comments and suggestions and the course can only benefit from your constructive comments.
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