Evaluation of Tutor Software

Educational Computing - Schack

Instructions:


Save this “template” on your data disk, and load it into your word processor whenever you write an evaluation.  Before you save your evaluation on your data disk you should change the filename.  If you use the same filename as your blank evaluation form template, what do you think will happen?


Use your word processor to type the text of your evaluation directly into the appropriate places on the form.   The space on this printed form is not an indication of how much you should write.  Some responses will be short answers, and others will be thoughtful narrative.  If you can’t find some information, such as the copyright date, enter, “information unavailable.” Proofread, spellcheck, and edit your final draft before handing in a printed copy.


Think about the tool, tutor, tutee, model for educational software discussed in class.  The software you evaluate for this assignment should be in the tutor category.

The questions are in Bold Type so they stand out from your responses.  Unbold your responses.

Tutorial Software Review Form

M. Schack

(Some questions adapted from Flake et al, Fundamentals of Computer Education.)

Your Name:





Course Number/Section: 

Title of software: 
Publisher: 





Copyright Date 
System requirements (specify type of computer; memory and disk storage space required; disk type; operating system; peripherals needed, etc.).   You may omit some information if it’s not readily available.  Example: “The minimum memory requirement is unknown.”

Where did you use the software?
When did you use the software?

Approximately much time did you spend learning the software?

In 100 words or less, give a general description of the program:
Subject area(s):
Approximate grade level(s):
What are the instructional objectives of the program?

What are the prerequisite skills?
What is the primary instructional mode? (indicate:  drill/practice or tutorial or simulation or problem solving, other?)  Is this the appropriate mode to achieve its objectives?

Does the program include diagnosis and/or evaluation of learning, management of student progress, individualization of difficulty level, individualization of content  (explain)?  Are student’s records stored on disk for later retrieval?  What information is stored?  Is the record system easy to use?  Is it secure?

Comment on the value of the support materials such as instruction manual, teacher’s guide, manipulative materials, etc.  (if these materials are available to you).

Comment on the educational content and value.  Is the content accurate?  Clearly presented?  Appropriate for the intended audience?  Free of stereotypes?  Important?  Does the program seem to achieve its objectives?  Is it easily integrated with other coursework?

Is the layout visually attractive?  Are graphics, color, and sound used effectively to enhance instruction or are they  unnecessary or distractive?

Did you have any technical problems with the program?  Did you find any bugs?  Are the on-screen and/or audio instructions clear?  Can students operate the program easily?  Control the pace?  Review the instructions?  End the program?  How is inappropriate input handled?

Would the program hold student’s interest?  Would students want to use it again?  Does the program vary when repeated?

Is the feedback positive or negative? Constructive?  Appropriate for the intended age and reading level?  Immediate?  Varied?  Does it provide help?

Overall, what are the programs strengths?  Weaknesses?  Would you recommend it and use it?


